Factors influencing choice of academic or practice careers in radiology.
Factors, both personal and job-related in nature, that influence career choice among radiology residents are identified. Twenty-six third and fourth year radiology residents at two separate locations, and 17 age-matched and sex-matched internal medicine residents completed a 30-minutes interview and rated themselves on a series of job-related competencies. Data were collected on five groups of variables: demographic data, residency-related variables, factors that influence career choice, self-descriptions, and personal competencies. The results indicate that residents who choose academic careers and those who plan to have private practice careers differ substantially in their reasons for career choice. An academic career is chosen because of its atmosphere, emphasis on research and specialized techniques, and opportunity for teaching. In contrast, private practice careers are selected because of the autonomy they allow, the accompanying lifestyle, and financial reimbursement.